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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

On page 8, applicant argues that Houska fails to disclose a vibration-dampening 
layer. While the applicant's points are understood, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 
See for example, Houska column 5, lines 50-55. There Houska discloses a foam 
sleeve which is placed around a camera to dampen the vibrations of the airplane so the 
vibrations won't be evident on the video. Therefore the rejection has been maintained. 

The examiner would like to note that the limitation reciting "the space is 
completely filled with the filler" was previously considered in the last action. Therefore 
simply stating this fact does not help further limit the claim in the current deliberation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sankrithi et al (6405975), (hereinafter referred to as "Sankrithi") in view of Houska 
et al (6542181), (hereinafter referred to as "Houska"). 

Regarding claim 1, Sankrithi discloses an apparatus that aides in the 
maneuvering of airplanes (Sankrithi: column 1, lines 66-67). This apparatus 
comprises "a housing including a flange and receptacle, the flange being 
configured to complement the topography of the aircraft, the receptacle having 
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an opening and an inner surface" (Sankrithi: figure 10, column 9, lines 1-22, 
wherein the flange is the bracket and pin assembly (items 444 and 442) which 
are shown to complement or conform to the topography of the aircraft, the 
receptacle is the camera housing (item 448) wherein the opening is the end of 
the housing which contains the lens (item 450) and the inner surface is item 448), 
"a window fixed within the opening of the receptacle" (Sankrithi: figure 10, item 
450, wherein the window is the lens), and "a camera disposed within the 
receptacle having optical communication with the window, a space being defined 
between the camera and inner surface of the receptacle" (Sankrithi: figure 10, 
column 9, lines 1-22, wherein the camera is item 440, the receptacle is the 
camera housing, the space between the camera and inner surface is indicated in 
item 448). Although Sankrithi does show a filler disposed within the receptacle 
(Sankrithi: figure 9, item 422, wherein the filler is the roller), Sankrithi lacks the 
filler providing the camera with a surrounding vibration-dampening layer as 
claimed. Houska teaches that a vibration dampening filler prevents vibrations 
from being evident on video (Houska: column 5, lines 50-55, wherein the 
vibration dampening filler is the foam sleeve). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to take the apparatus disclosed by Sankrithi and add the filler taught by Houska 
in order to obtain an apparatus that provides better quality video by removing the 
vibrations. 
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Regarding claim 4, Sankrithi discloses a "heater configured to heat the 
window" (Sankrithi: figure 10, item 456, column 9, lines 18-22, wherein the 
window is the lens). 

Regarding claims 5 and 8, Sankrithi discloses that the heater includes "a 
conductive film disposed upon the window" (Sankrithi: column 9, lines 18-22, 
wherein the conductive film is the conductive coating, the window is the lens). 
Although Sankrithi does not show a pair of wires connected to the film, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would realize that in order to supply heat to the conductive 
film, at least one pair of wires is needed (power and ground)). 

Regarding claims 6 and 9, Sankrithi discloses "the window includes 
sapphire" (Sankrithi: column 9, lines 8-9, wherein the window is the lens). 

Regarding claims 7 and 10, note the examiners rejection for claims 1 and 

4. 

3. Claims 2-3 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sankrithi et al (6405975), (hereinafter referred to as "Sankrithi") in view of Houska 
et al (65421 81 ), (hereinafter referred to as "Houska") in further view of Bauer et al. 
(5689734), (hereinafter referred to as "Bauer"). 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 11-12, note the examiners rejection for claim 1 , 
and in addition, claims 2-3 and 11-12 differ from claim 1 in that claims 2-3 and 
1 1-12 further require the filler to be an adhesive compound or epoxy. Bauer 
teaches that it is a common practice to seal a camera with a filler or 
epoxy/adhesive compound to prevent the fouling of the camera internals (Bauer: 
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column 1 , lines 32-35, wherein the epoxy is the adhesive compound). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the apparatus disclosed by Sankrithi, add the 
vibration-dampening filler taught by Houska, and add the epoxy/adhesive 
compound taught by Bauer in order to obtain an apparatus that better protects 
the camera from use in extreme conditions. 

Regarding claim 13, note the examiners rejection for claims 2-3 and 11- 
12, and in addition, Houska discloses "a filler including an adhesive compound 
disposed in the space such that the space is completely filled with the filler to 
seal the camera within the receptacle and such that the filler provides the camera 
with a surrounding vibration-dampening layer of filler" (Houska: column 5, lines 
50-55, wherein the filler is the foam sleeve which is shown in figure 10a to 
completely fill the space. The examiner notes that it is well known within the art 
to use an adhesive to securely fasten items together, such as the foam sleeve to 
the enclosure). 

Conclusion 

4. This is a continuation of applicant's earlier Application No. 09728772. All claims 
are drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Czekaj whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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